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THPROVEMENT OF TRE FUDLIC SQUARES

| RESERVATIONE, PARES, LAWKS AND LAKER |

| prevent

Bridges Leading into Washington
FOUNTAINS, FENCES, TREES, BIRDS

THE WASHINGTON AQUEDUCT

DISTRIBUTION OF POTOMAC WATER

HIGH-SERVICE  RESERVOIR IN  GEORGETOWN

ENORMCUS SUPPLY PER CAPITA

One Hundred aod Sixvy-five Gallons to Each

CECESSITY FOR A LESS WAMTEFUL USE
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Care and Improvement of the Public Grounds. |

MTH OF TR EXE
ifmproving these grounds hss peen
einiusicely to

GROUNDS § TTIVE MANSION
Blling the lower
1d ode tuodred and
carth have been purchised
and properiy dumped, thos somplet the grad-
ng over a goid portion of these grounds, I ad
dition to the earth purchased several thousand
Yards of roll and refuse material Furis have
bern received and deposite
if the grounds, thys alding Hiling m i
ad withoat exf *, @1Cspl thie necessary furod
e ployed in charge ol the dumping
The roadways have been repaired from time to
ime af needed with gravel, a suficlent gquantity
or that purpese having been hanled thero to
dowmp, thuy saviug the cxpense of pnrehasing i1,
be furce in charge of the dump im thess groaads
bave, in addition to | B Kop s gute
Ty and sidewalks around Executive avesun free
from weeds snd dirt,
he groutds io froent of the Excentive Mansion,
mod ip the inclosures aure DK the same, have
bad proper care and atie: , having been xept
n good condition caring the
focluvsure just sonth o the b
bowl was crected ag
water, dralu.pipe and jet.
dinmeter and 3 feet 8 inches in depth st con
the largest bowl constructed by
ith une exeeption s the largest one
It was supplied with a French gurh
amposed of over 509 small sprars
which |s very pleas In eon
ol the rimol t i
he ievel of the ground,
ith & border 2'5 Jest w
toned rel in cement, thus brin
pear the line of gra

F-one thoe

arge foantsin
d with Decessary

el of
this

z the blowl. An
itn the pipe sappiyiag the
3 gravelsloles eg.
e jet.
A portionof the stone tlagy in the walks aronnd
r avenue, which had been laid un new.
nd, had setiled, was tak
ew flagg was 11 sl

Since the ceeapation of the sagtl
pew State. Warand Navy Depar
by the State Department, t
peing this walk hars mne
nriber inerease with th
papcy ol the remalning
og.

MONTMENT GROUN DL,

The work of Improving thess wroun
r oommeneod Ik aly, ¢ : i
ding and fillicg
hen below or pbove 1)
A sotl was first res
arte ol the gre
mrpose uf top dresslyy
grade. The nool grage o
Bent & f[ew mcres near
sl pleted in the rpring, the go
oned, and & gquantity of
bic yards, which had been purchased and de-
peited In the White lot, being ussd for tha
wse. This material war spread over the grounds
o the depih of six inches, plowed In, dragged,
pd thus thoreugbly mized with the soil
The entire grounds Lhus prepared were sawed
K ETa Both bave come up thick, mad
led by drouth duricg the summer, the
rounds will present & good g th of gras=s the
hext season. Nine hundred a Iuy.one trees—
vergreens, maples, c¢lms aod other varieties
aited 1o the grounde—were sel oat, and those
peeding protection were carefnlly wired to siakes
rmiy driven in the ground. Thoss that were
fplanted in the fall were mulched with
jranure, for the protection of thelr roots during
he winter munthe, and 10 hasten their growth
n carrying out this work a g tity of stone,
bich had been hisuled there during the eonatruc
‘on of the Washington monument and had been
indtmaat being In the way af the gradivg, was
suled and placed near the mosument shatt
ne, together with other property of the
pociation, consisting of tools, engine-boller, uld
BSures, ke, were sold at suctlon and removed,
[Bus improviog lheur‘[wnunr: of both the monu-
fpent and grounds. b no appropristion 1o the
pount estimated for during the coming fscal
ear the grading, escavating, ouotlining and
graveling of the roades and waiks will be com-
pleted. bese grounds will have an unfinisked
arance 30 long as the shaft of the monament
gpaing i ite present unfiniehed condition.
It ie to be heped Congress will make the neces
appropriation to complele the Monumeat,
W thns not only do justice to the memory of
n. Washington, but cumplete the (wprove
pent of Lhese grounds
$ rral of the old temporary buililings above
pentioned were used by this office, through the
artesy of the Washington Monwmesot Associa.
en, for bDlackemith shop, seed houses, and for
he Etorage of toolr and other materinl. Their
emoval necersitaled the providing of bulldings
these purpeses; sceordingly two cheap boand.
pof hoases were erected un the southern portion
nursery grounds, and the shops, touls and
jher property weru reimoved to Lhem
An egg-shaped sewer of brick, two fest wmix
pabes inplde dinmeter, was hullt under the main
dwsy al the west end of Lhe nursery grounds,
take the place of a temporary one of wood,
kich was not of sufficient expacity to carry off
waler collected al thiz point from ths sarface
nd subidraios., The outlet near the river was
p-rapped for protsction of the bank. Ip connoe
cn wilth this culvert two bir'ck sewor. louges, one
p either wide of the rondway, were ballt for the
jarpote of collecting the surface water from the
pein rondway at that point, which woald other.
find ity way over the roadway snd embank-
mt ipto the river to the demage of both. A
ton wus made with one of these lodges so
at some future time the drainage from the
rv grounds can be led into it instead of di-
ty Intw the river as it now le
An Binch szwor pipe, which extends 1,240 feet
& northeast direction tonear Fourtsenth street,
r the HM of earrylog off the surface drain.
e of the lower portion of the ground through
fhich it passes, and which can also be used to re.
fve the interal tiledrains from either side of §
: they are laid, was connected with one o
P Judges. Two walke commencing at the gor.
: B aund Fourtecn strects southwest, and
ipeciiog with the main roadway, were stakasd
ticavates, od, flled vn.hrz‘r‘;nl snd
d to & smooth and cempact su . They
AID (37 square yards. A roadway, 1,25 feet
i sod 35 foet wide, commencing at Foarteonth
, bear porth B street, and running aloag the
pth benk of the lake to the roadwsy thal enters

| Hjuare feel, on which

| MiwE

| the beating apparatus (n the othe

tnes gy worked to the surfsee along the
roatls through the grounds were plekod np and
remuved from time to time, 1hus keeplog the roal-
way in geod condition for drivieg.

Hauling dirt over the main roadway fur grad.
Ing Virginia avenue remdered the roadway very
dusly

Rpeh x

eprinkling wagnn was employed darin
t iry weather to wet the read from Fourieout
street o Virginia avesue,
LARE
The work of gradiog the grounds arcand the
lake haviog been ecompleted, the tinal outline of
the peme was comploted; the banks graded and
fodded. To proteet the banks from the wash of
thec water, a llne of cobble.stone paviag was luld
srovnd K to the deplh of four fool, the sione usod
being (hose pieked upduriog the grading of thess
grounds nod saved for this purpase. The lower

Ine of the puving was prolected by spreading |

gravel alung it, the gravel extending into the laks
rume four foel, Excavations over a portion of the
bettem of the lake were made to decpenthe water
and to destroy the water plaate which grow In
pimces,

Further exeavations should be made for thesa
purposes; the lake should have o depth of
uwt  less  than  foar feet of waler,
the growth of water plants
to mainlaln & clear water surface,
as fAnisked cootains 6 scres and 1,918 sgquare
leet. To protect (he soddiog aand bagks arvund
this lake from the wash of the warer irom the
bigh grounds south of It during bheavy raine, a
colble-stone gutter was lald along each side of
the roadway west of It, These gutters weres led
into the oullet sower built for the purpose of
irnining the Inke when necessary. This pro-
teeted the banks completely.

During the winter the Inke was frozen over for
a tew days, during which large numbers of pevo-
ple oreupied It in shating and sliding. To enadle
Lthe pec o reach the oe without dsmaging the

tu
and

| mewiy.rodded bauke Fix sets of wooden steps

were placed al lptervals around the shore,
These sleps were gonerally urod by the people,
sud no serioud harm was done to the banks,

The musonTy of the conduit forming the outlet
from the lakes having settled in the new made
sroapd, a portion of it had to be retbailt. When
Thie war done a branch was extended to the west
side of the rumdway, to dratn the low grounds on
that side.

I'be extession of Virginia aveoue from Seven
teenth street throogh the marsh tu (e high land
fn these grounds, which was referred 0 in my
Inst sunual report as beiug done by the Pustriet
Commisfioners, was completed, and I accordance
with the jwlention therein =iated, the work of
rreating a luke cut of that portien Iylug norih of
it, and extending to I} strect, was commenced and
pactly tinlshed. Within the lake thus formed
thereils an pland contalning an area of 4,450
there were & number of
Iarge irecsd. Saome of the more nuv..gmtf- ones
wrere col dowp, and Lthe others trimimed into
pruper shape, and a fow young osos set out,
This island was outlined and raised some two feed
Toa proper grade, Lhe cexcavatlons from Lhe
marsh being used fur that purpose, The soil thas
thruwn op, belng unfil for grass, was sowo with
carp To partially oxbaust it, sod render It saite-
bie fur Yawn grass

in urder to exenvate the soll to form the bottom
of the pew lake, af moch wiater af conkd be was
drawno ofl 1hreagh the sewer above mentioned.
The water io the portion of the bed of the old
cunal lying below the line of the outiet was re.
moved by a steam pump. The stoawn pamjp was
in ure abuul Lhiree wereks

The bottom of tho mearsh belng too wet to allow
earte being driven over it, the oarth was thrown
wp into ridges, and enough of it 1o complete the
grade of the islam! was taken ovl in whesl.bar.
The remainder was earted out in the win
ter, when the groand was froren, and placed in
piles in the White lot to be usedin forming 8 com-
it heap,

! In Felirnary the exenvation was compisted, as
far us the sppropriation w d allow. The wainr
wars tarned on, tha* tronsforming the uosightly
marsh into o sheet of clear water over an ares of
four acyes and 7.510 feer., The banke of this lnke
nnd of the § should be protected in & manner

ilar teth e on Lhe upponite slde of the

Iway. A suficiont Fum foribis purjpoEs was
included In the estimates for € euming fscai
YUAT,

KURSERY,

The embankment east of the ereon.houses, an
the line of the prolongation of Fifteenth strest,
warculdown toa grade that woald barmonize with
the pursery aod Monument grounds,  Tue work

| waw dane by eontract, and the earth was gsod in

grading the Monument grounds inthe vicinity of
the nursery; the total number of cubie yards thus
exeavated was 12,500,

The pipes sapplying the green-houses with

| water having boen uncovered while grading were

lowered o & properdepth
A pumber of young troes, 14,000, in the narsery,
grown from #eed and cuttings, were taken up,

| tops and roots properly tritmme), and replaced In

nursery ows. These young trees comprise many
varietjes, arc hardy, and will, In a few years, sap.
Uy il the trees Lhal may be peeded for the pab
i€ grounds.

OREEN HOURRS,

A =mall foree was employed In the groen

| honses, caring for the plants stored thare for the
| winter, and propagating plante, Howers and trees

fur use cn the public grounds during the summer
peason and jor distribution to mewbers of Qua.
gress apd athers. Sixty-five Lhousind were dis.
triheted, being packed mnd seot by express or
otherwise, ng the members wished, During the
fatimeT an extension was made to ooe of the
green houses; an sdditional boller was parchase),
and the pecessary extension of the pipes made;

r ;l"uf(" re-
celved the neceseary repaire: none of the plants
were damsged by frost during the winter.

A eubbiesione gulter was laid along the east
side of the green houses, and eonuected with the
gutter of the maln roadway in front, to carry off
the suriacn water during ratns,

Tuirty-foear loads of moss were oollected In the
full, prepmratory to packing pisnts for distriba.
Hum s the fpmpg: &5 Siraw mats were made by
the ganlenery for protection of the cold frames at
the green hunses; the rose heds covered with s
coating of leaf mould, and the less handy plants
were ferther protected by thatehing them with
everEreen boughs,

Luring s severe wind storm on the night of
March 2, the larger green house in the narsery
war unroafed and much of the giass broken. This
bouss contalned some of the cholcest plants,
Temporary protection with blankets, sacks, ke,
1o esver them was given, and thoy were removed
and stored in the main building and oth=r honses
until the necessary repairs were made, which
required but o few daye. The plants were re-
i.lu.-zd and, with a few exceptions, sullered but
ittle, u few only bDeing destroyed.

AMITHEONIAN OROUNTA.

The work ol graveling the pew.made roads in
these grounds was compleled eariy in the fiseal
yesr. They were rolled repeatedly, to make them
cummpact and smootli. The roads north of the
bullditg were hept free from weeds, and ths
fuce guiter was repaired (n places where ne
tary. Inthe lmmeddate front of the ballding,
and in the centre of the roadway, a sower lodgo,
which was covered with boards and consldered un.
£afe, was uncoversd, and the boards, which had
become ratten, remeved. It was re-sovered with

. Al pow is io a perfecily safe condition.

vernl water lodges. to collect the surface

ange, were ballt and conneeted withh thosewer

. Twothousand and thirteen fecl of water-
plpe for irrigaticn were lald in the northern por.
tion of the grounds  Five hundred and thirtesn
evergreens and decldoonus treet were set out in
thewe gronn®™, The greater portion of them were
placed in the newly.graded ground along B street
nnrth : those requiring it were protected from
damage (rom winde by being carelully (asteaed
Lo etakes driven into the ground,

From various causes some three hundred of the
*izkes tu which the trees were attached that
were 50 oul in the (all were broken. These were
repleced, and the trees fustened to them. The
vvergreens were earefully examioed, and all the
caterplliars removed.

A mumber of pojilar troes (nEpens) were headed
back.and sume uneightly and decayed ones, which
were crowding and ipjuring valusble trees, wore
removed. Eleven large trees—ash, elm and
rusple—located along B street, where the grade
liad not been compieted, wers transplanted dur.
ing the winter to more desirable locations. They
wore iranplaoted with large balls of frozen
earth and sre now doing well,

The iron gates and stone pillars at the Tenth.
Hreet entrance, oo north B street, were removed,
thus opening to there grounds another entrance
fur carringes. Two lamp-posts were erocted near
the entranee. A partion of the iron railing on
Ninth street, opposite the Centre market, was ro-
moved, making an enirance to the grounds at this
point for pedestrians—s great accommodstion to
thuse pasmring through these grounds in going to
and from this markel.

The grass was cut several times during the year,
Lo keep the grounds n geod condition. There are
fomany trees and so much shrubbery in these
grounds thats lawn.mover csnnot be used, thus
necersilating the culting with & seythe. A por-
tion of the new.made xrounds along B street
porth was harrowed and sown with grass-seed.
This portion of the grounds had been seeded Lhe
jrevious year. on completion of the grade, From
Fume rehkon Lhe peed sown did not grow, necessi-
tating the resowing of this portionef the grounds,
The grounds were inclosed along south B street
Witk Iron posts and chalns, 205 posts and 4,77
pounds of chain being used ta doing so.

ARMORY BEQUARE

Umne carrisgeway sud several (sotwalke, ocon-
tiinipg some 7,216 square yarda, wore excavated
and graveled. The earsh taken from them was
used in fililng the portions near the Baltimore
and Potomac raiir depot which ware bolow the
eriablished grade. The rvadway and walks were
carefully rulled.

One of the merble fountain.bowls taken from
the West Capitol grounds was placod in these
groande, at the intersection of the iwo earringe.
waye, and supplisd with the ncoessary water
aud drain pipes and jet. The emaller fountain.
howi, pear Seventh etreel, being out of repair,
was removed. The grounds were thoroughly
lghted: tweniy-seven Iamp-posts and |lanterns
were sef, 1he necessary gasmains were lald and
eaunections made, Tequiring in all 4634 feet, 2,230
of one-inch, snd 470 feet of Lhree-quater-inch gas

plpe.
Fho matn !eluuhilpe leading through thess
grounds becuming choked In several piaces, was
taken up, cleaned and otherwise repaired. A
ruw of decidacus trees was planted slong main
roadway, Ownc bundred and ninety other troes of
varivus varietles were planted throughout the
ground. Three large trees were trans-
planted during the winter; they were romoved
when the was frozen, which provented
ibe disturbanos of the earth about the roots,
Seversl paths made by pedestrians in crosaing
Lhis square and not following the walks, were
plowed up, harrowed and sowed with grass-seed.

RERERVATIONS BETWESN THIAD AND SIXTH
STREETS, OF MAINE AND WIBOONSIN A VENURS,
The grading of these ds was completed

with the soil gm the old Agricultural garden,

which would otherwise, hdntlnnch below grade,
have been covered with the filling of that ground.

# grounds from the Exeoutive Mans
,.. e, wluﬁnd nl.laxmlll-tm. od, Alled
vel and compscily rolled. 18 rond wa,
-g'l s BUATe yntd;. This ﬂnnnual
e r w rounds, two bein
nmhlu-!ruMme‘mmnh B ll.l"ut
1 ep g the lakes was ralsed
ut 1 fool to em with the
L8 of the lake tothe easi of it

The T footwalks were them maried

excavated, gradedand filled wi v
tos m::w" ct, smooth surface. walks con.

To prevent this, nod (o preserve the road. |

The lake |

| rolled.

of tws -tnrhﬂ'l:‘.’ and h!-(? feet of six-inch sower.
ipe belug u for tha mose.

- J].'%u '."tn‘ch tile was Iakl in trenches 5 foet doep

and 20 feet apart, as these Ilmnudl ware newly

made and composed mostiy of clay. It was
deeined neerssary to thos subdrain them in order
tu secure the Jife and growth of the trees to be

ianted Thef necessary water and gas pipes were
atd todrrigate and light them, 1,844 feet of wate:

aod U4 feet of gus pipe ol varlous sizes bolng re-
quired.
I.‘-‘i‘ Inmip poste were tot and connection made
with wus pipes; twoof the posts wore those com.-
bining drinking fountain uod lamp-post. These
porls were set on briek fuandation, and provided
with necessary water pipes and araioage; to the
water pipes plugs were nituched at cunvenlent
distances, »o that the troes and grass can be ir-
rigated by the uee of a short lengih of bose. The
wiges of the walks were sodd
porthons of the grounds Bown with bloe grass
sced, which hae grown well,

Two large evergreens growing in the old Agri.
ealtural grounds, which would have been kilied
by the fAlling being placed there, were trans-
plaged, ndding much to the appearance of the

reund,

o The line of sepens and sofl maples on Maine

avenne wWore hcaded back and thoroughly
trimmed,” This improves thelr appearance and

preventidheir destruction by the wind storms o
P"'wnrm" the summer monthe,

1 he porlion of the grourils betwoen Foarand-a
balf and Rivth stroets, nlong Maine avenue, wore
groded, solled and sowed with grass seod. Walks
were lald vei, excavated, Alied with gravel aod
They coptsin 1,110 square yards.

The main readway was regraveled, and eon-
taing square yarde. The edges of the walks
were spdaed, agd a line of sod iaid aloayg the edge
of the greands vn Maioe aveoue,

The embankment along Sixth sireet and on
each side of the roadway that enters thess
grounds [rom Sixth street was graded, soiled
and sodded, giving It a Buished appesrance.
The grounds north of the maln roadway und
extcuding to Mizsonrl aveoue, inciuding that
portion known ae the old Agricultural gardea,
wore miso graded, the finishing grade b
enmptacd of good =oil o the dept
The walks and roades were staked out and oxca-
veled, The earth from them was used in com.
pieting the frst or rough grade. These road.
waye ard walks are now in readiness for gravel
The sppropriation for this purpose being ox-
Lsnsted, the work was suspendeod at this point.

Fight hundred and Alty-nine evergreens, decid-
uous treee, shrubs, &c, weore set out in the
grounds between Third and Sixth streets, thoso
roquiriog It being frmly secured. Iron posts and
chaing of the park pattern wore placed alon
Nilercuri and Maineavenuces from Four-and.a-half
te Sixth streel, requiring 23 posis and 3,261
puunds of chain.

RESERVATION %O, 1T.

A wooden drain war Inld from thess grounds to
the Jumes creck sewer, for the purpose of drain-
ing the low portion in which & pond of water col-
lects after rains. This was done to preveat the
formation there of & pool of stagnant water, so
Ipjuriovs to the health of thuse living io the im.
mediste vielnity.

A trisngular reservation on Maryland avenus
and First sireet east was cnelosed with an fron
pest and chain fenee, walkes laid out, evearated,
eraded and graveled, and raked to & snooth sur-
face.

LINCOLY AQUARE

A grand pedestal, nuthorized by aet of Con.
gress approved June TL 1874, was designed under
directiun of this uffice, contracted for with the
Bodwell Granite Company. and erstied o re.
ceive u bronke group, in commaomnration of the
emancipation of the slaves by President Lincola.
In this ;.'rnur President Lincoln is represented
I the net of breaking the chains from a slave,

This group was executed by an Ameriean artist,
Mr, Thowas Hall. This group was donated by
the colcred eitizens of ihe Upited States, the
funds for procuring it having boen donated in
smail amounts, the firet one belng for the sum of
&5 frum an old colored woman pamed Charlotte
Scott, who forwarded that amount to the West.
ern Sauitary Commission, of St. Louis, upon her
hesring of tbe proclamation of emanaipation,
with the request Lhat the same might be used In
precuring & statue of President Lincoin, The
commission necepted the trust, and from sach a
=mall begloning the tond locreased to some
&15.000, with which the group was purchased. At
Lk request of the commissjon It was recelved by
thix co nnid placed in position. It arrived In
perieet wrder, was unpacked and placed on the
pedestal April 13 and unveilod April 14, (the an.
niversary of the sssassination of President Lin.
coln, ) in” the presence of the President of the
United States, members of bl Cabinet nnd of the
Supreme Court, Congress and many other eitl-
gend  As e work of art this group is pronounsed
as one of the finest io theeity, and is & great orna-
ment and sttraction to this square.

Tht épuce srounid the pedesial was gravelad,
and twowalke were opened and graveled from
Eart Capliol street 1o the main welk leading to
tho pedestal. Two park lamp-posts were placed
1o light these walks,

JUDICTARY BQUARE

The walks and roadways where washed during
the winter rains were repalred. The edges in
many places were resodded. 1n this square, In
particular, the people had made paths in various
direetiong, irrespective of the walks provided.
These wore plowed v, harrowed and sowed with
grass secd.  Harriers were placed in various po-
sitlons to [;tﬂem this destruction of the grass
nalong the line of the walks and on the lawns,
The Metropolitan police have rendered material
mspistapee In protecting the public property In
the public reservations,

To prevent the destruetion of the walks by the
water from the reof of the City Hall buildisg, the
waler from the building was Jed into the sewer,
and s ecbble-stone gotier lald along the southern
slde of the waik, leading northeast from the duild-
ing. of sufficlent capacity to earry off the surface
dninage.

This gutter was connected with the sewer-trap
At the corner of E streot, Two hundred and sev-
enilecn trees wore planted to complete the former
pianting. A few of the more tender evergroens
were thatehed with pine buaghs to proteet them
during tho winter.

The public parks (n this elty, like those in all
ulber citles, beeome, In pome localities, the resort
of n clzss of poople who drive away the better
people who wish 10 occupy the seats and walks,

It is a dificult thing to'discriminate as to who
thiall cecupy Lhe seats, yet with the efcient su
port of the Mulm[mln sn police, now so freely

iven, It I8 belleved thut these people oan be kept
n such order that their presence will not drive
away any one, especially the nurses In charge of
small children. The appropristion for thissquare
anthorizes the building of & watchman's lodge.
Thi= lodge is in course of construction, and will
be completed early in July., This lodge will con-
tain & waichman's room, toolhouse and two
water closete—one for either sex. 1t s believed
the plan adopted will secure perfoct cleanliness
snid veutilstion, and supply & much-needed want
in this square. In comuection with the watoh.
man’s rootm there will be provided s water-cooler
contelnlng & large coll of pipe within an lee-box.
1t is believed that with a emall dally supply of
lee sufllcient eool water for drinking parposes will
be secured.

In sccondance with an aet spproved June 23,
1874, ;I'nlm! States Stntutes, volume 18, page
23, the old jall bullding in this square was ad.
vertised for gale. lefore the time of sale acrived,
and without conruliting this office, the Commis.
swmers of the District secured the 2age of &
jolnt resolution of Congress lulpeﬂdr:; the mie
and authorizing the use of the building for the
purpose of aflording a place of detention of &
certain elass of criminals, By this the improve-
ment of that portlon of the Aquare was sus.
peaded, and the unsightly structure still re-
malng, s2 well as the pile ol soil saved for the
lmprovement of that portion of the square., The
expenses ol advertisement were pald out of the
appropristicn for the lmprovement of the square,

FRANKLIN SQUARE.

A mew sewor was laid from watchman's lodge to
malu sewer on 1 street, the pipe formerly laid be-
Ing too emall. The fountaln bowl expanded in
c-nT l'g‘l,-.mu. causing a leak, which was promptly re-
pa .

Three eagles, one & fine “bald-headed" speei.
mea, presented to thie office by Mr, Freach, Sor-
geantst-Arms of the Senato, were placed in the
ca#u in thiz fquare and are dolng IuT

hiz equare, being the resort of the large num-
ber of ehildren from the Fraoklin school building,

Tequlres more than ordinary attention and care to
keep the walks and sod fn guod condition. But
littie d © has been done to shrubbery in this
squure. The gras, especially nlong the sides of

the walks, has to be protected, which has been

done successtully by driving small stakes intothe
gmm. leaving about twe inches projecting, to
it the feet of those who are willing to destroy

:lf:: hlmdl .ﬁ :ho qmmw:“:r the walks., Theends

ese stakes are pain green to veat sn

nosightly 5 e

,and the other |

th alke through the grounds. The grass,
th:n:h light, wus cul when required. The foun.
tain wag Kept in good condition; & few trees and
shrubs were added to thoso already planted.

MOUNT VERNON FLACE.

No work sther than eare of grass and trees was
done in this reservation. Most of the trees and
thrubbery made & good growth.

FOUNTAINS.

The fountaln bowls In the varicus reservations
were repalred from time to time, as needed, and
all kept in good order, and the water fowing as
Inte In the senton s t weatbher would permit.
The water was then turaed off, the jots ramoved
apd stored (o tool.bouse, the bowls were Nijed
with leaves and the rims or oopings thatched
with evergreens, to protect them from damage b
frost. In the spring the leavoes were removed,
and the water again turned on. But little dam.
age was done to the masonry forming the bowls,
Several Jets of & pow pattero were purchased for
the fountains.

TAINTING FERCES,

The iron fences inclosing the following-named
Reservation, the hm{u;mu and- drinking.foun.
talps within them and the lamp-posts surrounding
the same all received two coats of paint, vis: La.
fayeits square, Frankiln square, Washiogton
circle, trisngular reservalion corner of
etreet and Penaosylvazia avenue,
reservation corner of Pennfylvasia avenue and
Thirteenth street, trisngular reservation corner
of Pennsylvania avenne and Fourteenth sireet,
triangular reservation corner of Peanusylvania
avenue and Twentleth stroet, triangular reserva-
tion corner of New York avenue and Tenth street,
trissgular reservation cornar of New York ave-
noe and Twelllh strest, trisnguinr reservation
corner of Massachusetts avenue and Sixth street,
Fourteenth streot circie and the fepcss surround-
lnE_Ihu Executive Manslon,

he reservations enclosed with post and chain
were also painted, as follows, namely, triangular
reservation corner of Peonsylvania avenus and
Twenty-firet street, trinngular reservation sorner
of Pennsylvania avenoe and Ninsteanth street,tri-
angulsr reservation cornerof Pennsylvaniaavenue
and Efghteenth street, trisngular reservation
corner of Maryland avenue and First street sast,
triapgular reservation corner of New York ave-
nue and Thirteenth strest, triangular roserva-
tion corner of Massachusctts avenoe and Tenth
street, trinnguiar reservation corner of Massachu.
seils avenme and Twelfth streel, triangular
reservation Massachusetts avenue, batween Fifth
apd Sixth streets, the Smithsonlan grounds
alung B street south, Rawlins square, Circle
Nineteenth and P sireets, Farragul square,
MeFhervon equare, (formerly Scott square,)
Seott statue reservations, Judiciary square, Lin.
culn square, nine trinnguliar reservatious on Peno-
svivania avenue. eart of Lhe Capitol, and the
circle Thirteenth and F sireste.

Three coats of paint were pul on the post and
chain arcund Lhis cirele, a8 they had not been
painted before,

TREESR,

During the very heated term in Jﬂ]{l small
foree ot men war employed walering the young
trees that had been eet cut the previous "}.;.mt
In Uetober the landecape gardener vislted It
wmaore, Fhiladelphia and New York and parchased
from nurserymen, st wholesale prices, a lag
number of trees of different varieties for the pub
grounds. They arrived in good order and were
placed trmgurlrlly in the nursery grounds.

Uuring the planting season ol the fall and
spring 1roes were set vut lothe pubile grounds as
followr: Twenty-four in reservation on Massa.
chusetts avenue, between Teoth snd Twelfth
streets; 20 in cirels at Thirteenth and P stroets,
1 in Monnment grounds, 513 In Smithsonian
gmundv, 85 In reservation between Third and

ixth strects, 190 in Armory square, 317 io Judi.
clary equare, 18 in Mount Vernon Place. 8§ in
reservation ol New York avenue and Tenth
street, 4 in MePherson square, 2% in Rawlins
square, 161 Ia Lincoln square,

In ylutlnq those trees care was taken to ex.
cavate holes from 3to b feet in diameter and from
210 3 feet deop, iu which half a cartload uraimd
#oll wag ﬁllcnl. The soll was carefally filled in
arcund the roots, bu! s small percentage of the
trees planted bave died.

Four of Lhe large treos on Pennsyivania avenus,
between Fiflteenth sand Seventeesth streets, south
lile bavi died, were removed and fine specimens
of eilms, taken (rom the White Lot, were planted
o thelr place.

e space around these and other trees alon
this gide of Pennsylvania avenue, from Filteont
to Seventeanth street, wers rescdded, having
heen killed by festrisns. In addition o few
trees were set out in Stanton Place and rescrva-
tlon opposite Providence Horpltal, All the trees
in the public grounds were properly trimmed, a
Inrge number of them haviog become affeoted
with borers, (& very destructive grab, ) seale and
mealy bag, were carefully inspected, the deposit
removed 88 far as possible, after which the trees
were hed with a prep tion P 1 of
Hme, sulphiur and carbolie seid, for th:nqur
of desireying any larvie of thase In » that
might stil . The trees mostly affected by
those bugs arethe following: Cherries, peaches,
apples, magnoliaz and white

‘he flower beds and borders in Franklin and
Lafayette squares, the Fourteenth-street oircle
and the gruund arvund the Beott siatue wers
properly filled with a choice selection of budding
].-llnu. and the circle io Farragut square was
:lldo’d with a tall ornamental plant, (Canns
Andica.

All ul’thu plants and flowers are deing well.

MISCELLANEOUS,
A quantity of old material that had heen eal.
lecting lur several years, coaslsiing of plokets,
posts, cast and wrought iron, &e., was sold st
auction August 3. (The sale was advertised to
take place on the 34th, bat was postponed untll
the 20th on account of rain.) A dotalled account
of fales smounting to §345.08 was recelved from
the auction September 11, together with the
money, which was covered Into the Treasury of
the United States September 13 in scecrdanes
with law, The rum of $32.40 received from sales
of old Iron, suthorised by the chiel of engineors
to be pold st private sale, was covered into the
Treasury January 2L 1570,
BETTEES,

Three hundred settees were purchased during
the year and Jistributed as follows :
Reservation, 43< street aod Malne - 10
Armory square. sossanary T
Reservation, 3 st. and Me, and Mo, avenues.. 29

=

Franklin square. SEei
Lafayette square.......
Clrele, 13th and P strecis

To Insure uniformity of patiern the sests were
removed from Lafayetie and Franklin squares
aud pew ones put In their places. A number of
thoee broken during the sesson were repaired st
the shop,

ENOW AND ICE

The snow and loce was ’rmnpllr removed from
the walks in fromt of tho reservations under
charge of the office,

BIRDS, BIAD ROXES, L0,

The s{nmoun increased very rapidly during the
year. Thers belng but little smow during the
winter they required but little fesd. Twelve
boxes lised with zinc were made and placed in
the pablie nds. These are daily filled with
fresh water, thua furnishing & plestiful supply of
water for the sparrows and other birds, ;‘hru
hundred and fiity bird boxes for thes sparrows
wore manufactured at the oarpenter shop and se-
curely fixed om Lhe trees in Lhe varisus grounds.

TRON VASES.
Fourteen tron vases were placed in the pablic
unds, brick foundations be first prepared
or them. They wers distributed as follows: 4 in
reservation, Penneylvania avenue, between Eigh-
teenth and Ninoteenth streets; 2 in Fourtesaih-
Etreet circle; 4 in reservation, Massachusotts ave-
nue, between Tenth and Twelfth streots; 2 in
Rawlins square; 4 in Thirtecntl.street ecirele.
They were Blled with fowering plants durlng the
summer and hw.( decoratlive plsnts during the
winter. They add » very plusll.l‘q feature (o the
roservations namned,
. A number of turped codar posts were sot In the
eentre of the walks where they Intersect the maia
md:;yl I: th;ﬂ?ﬂmllhnnhn t.;:ml Monument
grounds asd in ary square, to preveat peo-
ple trom driving on the footwalks,
MANTRE.

‘The strect sw ngs, that w urchased and
stored in the Whike lot, were n::ﬁ\ part to
dregs the gras In varions reservations, In
tion, 20 tons of ammonisted poudrette, s fertiliser
M‘hl‘ recommended, was .i

Fran!

I take this occasion to renew the T d
tion that Mdmmfmpmum thould be ssked
of Congress to Isbh within the city s Na-
tional Zoological Garden, whereln all the animals
of the mnt{‘r cal be collected, and such other
varieties as deemed best. It fs not belleved that
this will be ﬂ.'!z expensive, a8 & greater portion
can be secured through the army and narvy, the
Smitbeonian Institute and oMoers of the Govern-
ment on their regular duties. An estimate of
435,000 s incladed lor this parpose.

HESERVATION OWI0 AVENUE ASD TWELPTH
ETREET.
Thls reservation, which is d

tive
Judiciary squares,
portions of Monument grounds, prod
good crop of grasa,
manure were collootod from stables within the
city and d In the grounds

in the grounds,

future use
ANACOSTIA BRIDGR

Anacostia bridge, which was opened Lo publie
travel on the B of June, 1875, has since been
fully completed. In February application was
made o me hymarnmua and tulflms:undru
or permissivn to on
b A !docl!nedtum’ t them

Iy by the Hethel chapel, was cleared of rubbish,

rione and other material which had besn depos-

fted there, and enclosed with & light wooden

fence of Lhe flreet park pattern. It was graded

and solled to s suitable depth for future planting.
LAPAYETTE SQUARE.

Thie equare has been kopt (a good eondition,
The grass wae cul whenever needed; the walks
inzide the park and the sidewalks around it
were swept as often 85 required to keep itina
perfectly cleanly eondition ; trees and
shrubbery were pmperly cared for; & large quan-
Lty of bedding plants of various kinds were
planted /o the Hower beds and borders along the

An spplication was then made by
thelr attorney to the honorable Secretary of War,
This applieation was referred to me by the chief
of engineers for report, and in reply the following
ADFWEr WS Seul :

OUrrice or PunLio BriLpiyas Axp GRooxps,
WasmizoTow, D. C,, February 28, 1875,

GeneraL: I have the hooor te ncknowisdge the
recelpt of your communieation of the 16th inst.,
inclosing & lotter from Wm, Hirney, esq., attor.
ney for the A and P River Rail-
road Company, claiming the right of that com-
¥ to lay its ralls mcroms the Anscostia bridge,
your communiration mﬁmnuon ] mﬂwft.o
the Ind oo Mr. Birney's letter by the

walks; the odge'l of the walks in some
were protecied by small stakes driven into the
ground, projestin ln:S:rt distance above the
Fnu; - r (

ui-imn':fl m-rnmd to mw
In the square, &
been construeted, They are doing well,

FPEDESTAL FOR M'rHERSON ETATUN.
In nccordance with the met ef Congress ap-
ved Mareh 3, 1875, prowidi fur o pedestal
E:mrquutﬂm statue of léﬁm.l-u.i ames B,
MePherson, plans and

out the country. The awanl was mado to th
Westham Granite Company, of Richmond,

ginis, the

used in the construction

the State, War and Navy
The com {hhn compl

the stone for

tion

talp 8,1 arde. The driveway was ralsed
to "pﬁqgl,lul Jed., ,ll.

grad covors
g-mn;'dr were thoroughly sub-dralined; s

roper wire enciosure ing

honorable Secretary of War, ealling for the facts
in the case and u deecription of the e, and I
to rFlate what restrictions shoul

The sot of W'ﬂwﬂ
Mﬂ u%:mﬂ 1874, and pro-
VT W

vides that the Secretary ef*n&hn‘m
across the Anscostis river a “substantial iron and

and mw?."ttnm not to
of this :2: m“."'?itunw el
ueonn.r-ndbl
uduwuqndvmm travel on the 20th
as

last June.

"

L mewed, &
| ﬁlm inthe northeast room om the sccond Aoor.
' ]

officers of the rallroad company elalmed theright

to Iay theif rails across it, by virtus of an aect of

Congress entitled “An aet ing the approval

and sanetion of Congress to the route and torminl

of the Anseoitis and River Railroad

F: mpany.” Section three of this act is as ful-
ows:

“That whenever the present Navy-yard bridge
shall be by a structure r:{t-,;lo for tgn
mﬂa% & streol railroad, the mhu{ shall

vel 1 to evoss ovor Lhe same Talon-
town, undeg such restrietions and regulations as

worl

] ﬂ.mot stated whether there ghall
tracks laid across the bric and in
h’.h' tut ooe track, whether it shall
middle of the r?dwn: or l\_un':n
does nut the gange of the
tern ?::‘dlr!o nﬂ‘mn‘bc lald
1 be Jaid fush with the surfsce o

or project above It
‘These are all tmportant points and should be
decided by r s and regulstions,
for the !ﬁlmy track wonld more or less
seriously ot the two linesof travel almost
constanily ng the bridge. As I had po an-
thority to Ingpose any restrictions or regulations,
1 d.eun’:d t the company wy permission to

cross .

Finally, of tom that the following re-
stricilon® sheuld be Imposed upon the company in
the their franchise, namely :

There shotlld be two tracks, 2o lald that when a
oar (s crossipg the bridge there shall be at Jeast
eightecn inches of space between the right hand
liae. of the cir and to adjacent truss of the

ridge.

The gauge and pattern of the rails shonld be
of & width and form suitabie for the passage of
-lnn:‘gmer*il used in Lthis Distefet, The ralls
when laid = Lave thelr “’F r surfsce Aush
with the flporof the bridge e cost of repalr-
Ing and renewing the rondway of the bridige abd
causewny, aleo the painting of the lrun-work of
the superstructure, should be borne partly by the
ralircad company and partly by the Goverament.
The grupurl opate amount to he borno by each
should be detmlneil by Uﬂ"i”'b Tth. nll{uml
com I.ll"pﬂlrdﬁtn Ay across the bridge rails of
fint EI.I' iron 2 ipches wide and one half of an Ineh
thick. They elaim that this “form of rail wili
present less obetruction to wagou wlheels than
any other. They are willing to lay It down as an
experiment, and to remove It amd rabstitute 3
bread-tread rafl if after trial It presonts any seri-
ous obstruction to general travel. As they have
Eu.n:hued thelr Iron and delivered It nearthe

ridge probably it wonld be proper to let thom
Iny it down, with the understanding that it shall
be removed by (dem If 8o ordered.

1 return .i'r Birney's letter herawith, and am,
very respectfully, your obedient servant,

0. E. Bancocs,
Colonel of Eagincers, U. S, A
B'EW‘.('-"“' A. A Humphreys, Chief of Engineers.

In reply to the above the following letter was
reeeived :

OFricE oF THR CHIEF OF EXCINEERS,
Wasninotex, D, O, March M, 1478,

Sm: Your lotter of the 24 inst., reporting upon
the communication of Willlam Hirney, esq., at-
torney for the Anacostin and Potomas River Rall-

Company, elaiming the right of that com-

ny to lay its rails aaroes the Anacostia bridge,

as Lu-n recelved. The letter of Mr. Birney, to-

ther with your report thereon, was submitted

« the humorable Secretary of War, who has this

day returned the smme with the loliowing indorse.
ment, vie:

“The compan

is herel rmitied to lay their
tracks across t . ord 2

bridge under such restrictions
prescribed by tho chief

1y suthorized to permit the

company referred Lo Lo croes the Anscos.

tia bridge under the following restriotions and

regulations, recommended in your letter of the

:hil of March Instant, which are approved by me,
win:

L. There should be two traeks 20 laid that
when acar is erossing the bridge thers will be at
leart dshlron inghes of » between the right-
band side of the aar and the ad)sesnt truss of the

bridge.

2 ﬁt Emp and pattern of the rails should be

of & width and form ,sultable for the passage of

:Iumn gonerally used ia the District of Colum.
8.

laid should have tholr upper

the Boor of the bridyge.
of ring and renewing the floor
of the bridge and §f the causeway, also the paint.
ing ol the iron wogk of ihe superstructare should
Government and partly by
the pany, the proportionate
Amonnt to be Borne by each to be determined by
Congress. In view of the l‘uh however, Lhat the
rallroad company dave already purchased ralls
of flat bar iron, two inches wide and one halfl an
Ineh thiek, and delivered them near the bridge,

{ i the bridge, with the distin=t ander.
standing that If sfier trial they be found to ob-
siruct travel. thapirate be renioved by the eom-
any and replaccd by the ralls deseribed In the
ureguing regulations.

Very respectiully, your obedient servant,

A. A, HUNFHREVS,
Brig. Gen. and Uhief of Enginesrs.

Col, 0, E, Babeock, Corpe of Enginecra, U, 8. 4.

U recelpt of the above permission was given to
ihe rallroad company, aud they have recently
laid their flat bar ralls sereas the bridge.

EXECTTIVE MANRION,

During the spring the roof wes dama by a
severe wind and rain storm. The sntun‘l‘:nnm
was repl and fastened with copper serews.
It was secured In other places to prevent furiher
dnmage. A portion of the plumbing was re.
er waler pipe was led into the wash.

pipe was encased in a lead tabe to prevent
damage to celling in the East room (0 ease of &
leak. During portions of the day a sutheient
supply of Potomac water cannot be obtained on
the second story of the bullding. To remedy this
the Potomac waler pipos were connceted with the
water tank (o the sitic. Thistank s filled each
night when the water will resch this altitude.

tank holds 2154 gailons, thus securing a
full supply for the lg. An additional bath-
room, water-closel and fixed washstand were put
in the southwest room on the second foor, These
were neatly encased. The walting room fur per-
sons visiting the Executive was thoroughly re-
paired, the manteiploce and grate roplaced, walls
and celling repapered, wood-work regrained and
the furniture renewed.

The wood-work on the inside of the house was
painted,and the basement and arva-walls cleaned
and whitewarhed. Other minor repairs and alte-
rations were made ar required. new furniture,
curialng, fire sereens, ko, were placed in the Red
room: & kel of bedroom furniture was also pur-
chused, matting was placed on the floors of &
nnmber of the rooms In the private portion of the
bhoure. Other articles were purchased as required
for the fort and cony of the Presi '3
family.

The sumber of persons visiting the publie office
and public rooms in the Executive Mansion dail
averages several bundred, neceszitating muc
care and labor to keep the roome and passage.
WAYE It proper order.

be Executive Manslon was draped (n mourn-
Ing, in accordance with the Presldent's order, on

the oecasion of the death of ex-President Johnson |

and the Viee President, thr{ Wilson. The
carpets were removed, proporly eleansd and pro-
tected from moths during the summer months,
and replaced in the fall; the woolen curtains the
rame. The lsce curtains were repaired when
neided, washed and replaced In the autumn,

The greenhouse conneoted with the Executive
Mansion recelved all B4ArY ropalrs, was
painied outside and In. The plants were Jmupﬂly
eared lor dul Lhe summer months,and escaped
dumage by frost during the winter. They are all
in b fine, Leaithy

BRENX150'S, XAVT-YARD AND CHAIN BRIDGES,

Henning's bridge received extonsive repairs
during the yeanenew planking put down ulla one
side, and new floor besms and stringera put Ia to
take the place of old and decayed ones.

The Navy.yard and Chain bridges also wore
kept in repalr; Lthe travel was not imter.
ropted durtng the year.

WATER-PITES, PLUGS, ETC,

The water-plpo iying the Oapitol with
water [rom Smith's spe! was repaired at vari.
ous Umes during the year. A large leak on this
Line was discevered near New York avenue and
North Capitol street in the newly filled portion of
the street and repalred at once. It was im -
ble to discover the lIocation of this leak for a
number of days,during which the Cspitol was
without & supply of spring water. A portion of
the live of this spring Mm running aloug Boun.
dary street was lowered foot, It being neces-
sary to do so on sccount of the cutting down of the
street by the Distriet aathorities.

The pipes running from & pool east of the Capl-
tol supplying & small and fountain
wost of it, nld..wul:rh«dmmm' pe
rnmytn he paving of the street in which

t was located in Lhe Improvement of the Capitol

Two fire plugs at the Executive mansion hav-
become ed and worn ocut, were removed
new ones substituted. The water pipes that

supply the Execulive mansion and the pipes in
the varicus reservations were promptly repaired
m?:‘mm us to time.

from time

#0 extended in the
groupds, 225 fest of four-inch, S feet of throe-inch
and feet of two-ineh belng laid, and angle

the line of the same at

ing their removal and nin.nuni oul et very
in The necessary brick vanlts wers
for these trape.

LIONTING THE CAPITOL, EXBCUTIVE MAN-
BION, BTC.

The fixtures and pi {n the Capltel, Ex.
PRiN I e Se gt R
time 10 unn.hl num-.

made

zeal and efficleney in the execution of his duties
continued until pelled to relinquish them
from iliness,
In tion of the various duties during the
Indebted to my asaist-

min, for scund judg-

B

ENergy care.
wise Indebted to Mr, Gearge Brown, the land-
seape '‘gardener: Mr. Halley, in charge of ru,
plumb n&:.:c.. and Mr. James Ballooh, the clerk
of the o
WASHINGTON AQUEDTCT.

At tha date of the last annual report, contraets
bad heen entered into with the lowest bidders for
buliding an office apd dwelling st the recelving
reservoir and for the continuation of the macada-
mizing of the aquedaet

¥ur the offiee and dwelling, the following bids
were received, namely:

L. W. Emmart, for brick bullding....... 84228 00
Michael Leary, for brick bullding. -« 4,180 00
David Kepple, for brick hulldtnr.. 5,125
B. 1. Coyle & Oo., for briek building....

Messta, Haliday & Wilson, Lo whom the con.
tract was awarded, finished the building of the
brick dwelling snd offics In a and workman-
like manper in the following September,

For macndamizing the Condait road,the follow.
Ing bids were recelved:

L. W. Emmart, per cuble yand...

B. 1 Coyle, percuble yard . ......

J. M. Siake, per cubic yand,..

John Shipman, per cubic yard. ..

Thomas P. Morgan, per cuble yard.,
Thimas P. Morgan, por cuble yard.
William Dowling, per cuble yard, ... .e
Robert Oalinban, per cable yard..........

AMr. Calishan, to whom the macadamizing was
awarded, finlshod his contract in the following
December.

By sct of Congress March 5, 1875, the appropri-
atlon for the fiseal year ending June 30, 1574, was
s follows, namely:

For engloneering, maintenance and repalirs. 415,000
For iron  truss roel for gate-house st

Great Falla.... dsssevnsnsnitsnnsvese YOI

Truring the year the work embraced in the first
item of tho appropriation has been done by days
work. In July, at Great Falls, the back filling
of the Polcmac dam was repalred by replacing
during lew water the rip-raps that had been ear.
ried over the dam during the spring freshet
The joints of masoury were repointed with
cement mortar.,

A freshet in Powder MIIl braneh destroyed a
Enrt of the embankment of the conmecting eon-

uit at the waste channel of the recelving reser-
u-nir.I bTM. embankment was repaired duriog the
mon .

During the same freshet the condult overflowed
At waste-welr No. 3, and destroyed o private road
leading to Edes' mill. It wss repaired in the
fullowing month.

In August the foor of the lren bridge over
Rock creek was repaired, and the joints of the
parapel masonty were repointed with cement
wortur. A pomber of the ornamental serolls
which eneirclid the jolnts of the arched pipes had
fallen off and drop into the ereok. Several
were recovered, nnd with & number of new ones
were reset in pince and securely bolted to the
tanges of the pipes. The entire bridge was then
}rnnud withtwo contsof lead paint. Galvanized

fon Kpoute were pure and set In place to
drain the floor.

The fron bridge over College pond was also
theroughly paloted with two coats of lead paint.

In September, at Great Falle, the old wooden
office was taken down and a driviog abed and
ftable were built out of the material.

At Foundry branch the Government maing
were uncovéered by [freshets. The stones that
covered them were awept away. Quarried stone
was purchased and the filling repaired. Over
the pipes the bed of the stream was well paved.

In Uctober the iron cornice of the gate-houses
at the distributing reservoir were nted. At
the recelving reservoir the t instrument
and battery were moved from the old office lato
the new brick building.

In November a new road was bailt from the
‘ondult rosd to the new office at the rocelvin
{'rr:n'o!r. and a now fSoor was lald on Rock Um!

ridge,

1o December and January the maeadam roads
over the sondult and pipo line were repatred. Near
College pond lenks were discovered in the 30-inch
main =nd repa u

In Felbruary the high winds which prevailed
were the cause of the clear water In the distrib
uting reservoir becoming turbid. Although the
minimum depth of water was 9 feet, the action of
Lthe waves distarbed the elay bottom.

In March,all the largestaps In the 20-inch main
beiog In & leaky condition, were repaired. At
Foundry branch vault the serew of the spindle on
the S.ineh drain pipe was found to be broken. A
new one was orde: to be m

dn-Aprit repairs were made o (he condult om-
bankments, where they had been damaged by
rain storme. At Great rl‘uh and recviving reser-
voir the uulhnlmmr and fecces were white-
washed; al the distributiog reservolr the embank-
ments were repaired. Water was shut off from
tbe o0-Inch main from the reservoir to Foundry
branch pipe vault, in order o place the new spin.
die in the d.inch ncip.

In May, at Great Falls, trees and plants were
set out the Government grounds; also, In the
grounds at the distributing and receiving reser.
voirs, The roadwsy over the condull was repalred
and the fence nround the distributing reservoir
was whitewashed.

In the pipe vault the 30-inch stop on the stand
plpe was repaired. At Rock ereek bridge an as-
Iil"'“ vement was lnld over the east abutment

be cobblestone pavement st that poiat was left
in almo#t an impassable condition by the Wash.
Ington and Georywetown Rallroad ('crmuuy when
they removed their tracks from the dge. The
asphalt was lald, not for the lmprovement of the
rondway only, but also for the protection of the
abutment masonry.

In June the roadway betweoea Cabin John
bridge and the distributing reservolr was re-
palred, the di.ltrlbuungltmrmln were ruru,
cleaned out, and the embankments that had boen
damaged by Lhe recent rain storms were repalired.

At Fou r{l braneh the plpe vault was well
cleaned, und the pipes and stop-coeks were palnted.

In Georgetown, at the high-servico reservoir,
the gallery was cleaned out and white-washed,
and scveral leaks o the forcing main were re-
paired. Leaks ware also repaired on the stand
pl{; in the engine-room at Rock creek.

“ach wonth during the year the outlets in the
Government malos have larly opened,
and the general distribution of Potomae water In
the conduits, reservoirs and Government malns
has been properly attended to.

GATE-HOUSE AT OREAT PALLS,

Advert} s were 1 d Invitlng proposals
for bulldiog a wronght-lron trass rool and gal-
vanized iron cornice on the gale-house at Great
falls. The following bids were recetved:

Oray & Nayob...covcunsosntoniees
Watson Manufacturing Company.
U. A. Schnoider & Souns,.

A Soyder & Co..ennns

As the lowest bid recelved was more than the
appropristion, the plans were somewhat modified,
and, with the approval of the chief of engineers,
a contract was entered into with Messra Asa
Spyder & Co, of Richmond, Va.

’ POTOMAC DAM.

The cut-stoae dam over the Maryland channal
of the Potomac remains in condition. The
only damage It sustained durlng the year was
the r.arrxh‘ag away by the !prlng freshets of &

sortion of the rlp-rlpm‘upﬂnkg the brick Alling
his portiop of the dam was Aniabed to ILs pres-
ent height in December, 1587. Each year since
then Con has been asked for an appropria-
tign Lo complete it entirely across the river o Lhe
Virginia

During the past three years the present dam
has not supplied m?mul.j of water consamed
the months of sammer and autumn. The
water often been two feet below the crown of
the dam, and the dally ption ol Pot
Naryland channel the defciency st such imes
1 De e at sue!
tucg: :rpplled by the receiving and distributing
resarvolrs.

Last autumn the flow-lines of thesa reservoirs
were gradually lowered until they had fallen o
the level of 143 feet above tide, or 2 feet below the
established fow lines, rausing thersby a desrease
of pressure in the m|

s the consumption of Potomac water is yearly
Inereasing, it is more than probable that L-fon
the Potormae dam isfinlshed the want of it will be
seriously felt.

BTONE BRIDGES.
m;l“ma:l the roadway over Griffith Park
bridge and bin Jokn bridge was finished Iast
.tuli. These rnnmu bﬂagv;uu-u;ht. thor-
oughly protect the masonry surfsce drain-

Bge.
IROY BRIDGES,
l_?oll!'f Pond bridge is in T-lﬂd condition.
Rock Uresk bl‘m. 15 also in good condition, ex-
on sidewnlks,

o light loads. As the entire
Potemac watler to the elty of W
ation of hﬂdﬁ recommaen:d
t fgor beams rosdway and side-
supported b¥m arches, be
parspetof the abutments

prosent strueture.

The sdvantages which would result from this
improvement are as follows:

1. The two cast lron In diam.

THE EASTERN QUESTION.

——

STEPS TOWARDS MEDIATION

ENGLAND THE ORIGINATOR OF THE SCEEME

SERVIAN VIEWS ON THE SUBJECT
SCHUYLKILL RACES YESTERDAY
GROWL FROM THE LONDON CLUB

WEEDEN, THE PUGILIST, LOCKED TP

FOREIGN NEWS.

British Views of the Bulgarisn Massacres.
Loxpon, Septl. 1.—Mr. Bourke, Under Secre-
tary for Foreign Alfairs, has written a letter to &
member of Parllament respecting the Bulgarian
atrocities, of which the following i3 the conelud-
ing paragraph: “Yeu wmay be quite sure the
Prime Ministor and Lord Derby feel as indignant
At theso events as any otlier two men In the coun-
try, and mean to aet in accordanee with those
feellngs; but, heartrending as the Balgarian
massacres have beer, we must all rescllect that
English statesmen are not rulers of Tifrikey, and
eannot use physical furce in the internal prov-
Inees of the empire upon & fow days' notics of the
danger. The first duty of English statesmen is
regard for the interests of this country, bat Tur-
key knows aswell ar you do that the GGovernment
of Epgland will never Pport tyranay, oppr
slom or "‘“"6; wherever it may be lr.mmi. and

that as the Queen of England treats her Moo
bammedan subjects with justice and mercy we
have the right to demand “from the !H.'a‘l'l:?lhu
Mohamrmreedan fath similar treatment for the
various Christian races who live io the territories
of the Sultan.”™

—_ e -
HE WILL KEOT HAVE IT.

Governor SBeymour Permsts in Declining the
Nomination.

Urtea, N. Y., Sept. 1, 9p. m.—Senator Kernan
spent the day with ex-Governor Seymour, and it
is believed to-night that all further effort to in.
duee Governar Seymour to reconshder his refusal
Lo aceept the tion will be abanduned,

New Youx, Sept. 1.—General Faulkner, chalr.
man of the committee appointed by the Saratoga
cuaventlon to lnform ex-Governor Seymour of his
comizaticn, this evening sent to Grovernor Sey.
mour the lellowing telegram, as showing the gumd
fuith of Governor Tilden's friends in the mattor
of Guvernor Seymour's nomination:

“New Yonx, Sept. 1, 1878,
“Hen. Horatio Seymeur, Utica, N. ¥.:

*The State convention, including myself, asted
lowards you in the utmost good taith. The form
of telegram reseived by me from Mr. Spriggr was
agreod upon in committee of ten, to signily, as ita
lnngusge indicates, pour acceptance. I remained
in Saratoga tu more speedily convey your decision
to the econvention. L. B, FavLEwe"

The following Is the form of dispateh referred
to above received by General Fauikner from Mr,
Spriggs: *“Go on and complete the tickel."

———

TURKEY.
The Ministry Unchanged.

Viexxa Sept. 1L —The Political Correspondence
says o dispatch from Constastinople announces
that all the Turkish Ministers will romaln In
oifice.

MEDIATION.

A eonferencs of the ropresepiatives of the guar-
anteelng Powers was held there yestorday for
the purpose of discussing the question of me!ia.
tlen. Al the resentatives had recelved in.
structions from their respective (overnments,
By Saturday or Monday they will take official
Fieps Lo bring about an armistice.

ATEATANTIAL EXPRESSION OF SYMPATHY.

A dispatch to the same journal from St. Peters-

buryg reports Lhat the subseription to the new

Servian Joan opened on August 31, and the loan
s eagerly taken by the people.

BERVIAN VIEW OF MEDIATION,

Brrorapr, Sept. 1.—FPrime Ministor Rosties, in
an tmlerview to-day, itated that Servis had not
received noy Intimationgfrom Turkey regarding
the desire expressed ‘;?I:tr to enter into nogotia-

tions for peace. It was at the desire of England
that Prince Milan declared he was willing to
enter npon such negotistions.

“Al present.' sald the Minlster, “the state of
affairs is changed. Servia will not be able to ac-
cept rigurous conditions. such as the Porte I# In-
elined to impose. The changeo! sovereign might
retard the pegotiations and alter the cunditions
of peace and the situation of the belligerenta,”

The International

PHILADELFHIA, Sopt. L.—The laat of the Inter-
nationnl amateur boat races were comciuded to-
day. In the Intercollegiate race between the
first Trinity College crew of Cambridge and
those of Colombia and Yale the Cambridge boat
was placed kore du combal through the slekness
of Mr. Wm. B, Close, the captaln. The frat
double scull trial heat was rowed at 3 o'clock be-
tween Ounedda, (Walker and Rogers,) Vespars,
(Mungen and MeMilian,) Atalanta, (Rogers and
Ackerman,) and Northwestern, (Corning snd
Montgomery.) At the start Onelda struck water
first,and soon led by a length, Vesper second;
Atalants third and Northwestorn last. The
Vespers spurted abead, and led Ogeidas
by two lengths, but within fifty yards
the Atalantas In turn led the Vespers by #ve
or six lengths, pulling splendidly. Northwestern

ulled by the Vespsr and 1 them by a full

gth. When off Peter's Island the Vespers
llr:llglul bard to coma to terms, and passed
Unelda In Lhe race past the Isiand. The boats
maintained the same position until the fnish, and
Atalanta won In 19 minutes 3% seconds. The
v t followed in 10:32, and Nurthwestern in
10:44, lesving the Oneldas last,

The second double sculls trial heat was started
abuut quarter to 4 o'elock, between the U nt
(Young and Tasker), Union Springs {(Courthey
snd Yastes) and Vesper (Henderson and Corson).
The London Rowing Club had withdrawn, aswas
anticipated. Crescent led at the start. with
Unlon Springs second and Vesper last. Cnlom
Springs steered & good courss all the way and

the line In 10217, followed by the Crescent
about three lengths belind, and Vesper a long
distance.

The fAnpal hent for palr oars was down for 4:30
o'elock, but & quarter of an hour beforo time the
boats were in sition. The Northwestern
Killorn and Smith) occupled the western or

vorite poeiticn, and Atilanta (Eustls and
Do the eastern. Atalantia fulwnyau their

and steered an excellent course from

. Whesn turning the bend they wera

one fourth of » length lkﬂi, and svon inereased
It to s full } The Northwestern dashed

Pﬂ“ given by
. Wright and Crawford, of New York.
The next race to be the most interest-
one of the sflernoon, but owing to the illoess

of Mr. Close, captain of the Cambridge crew, the
competiticn was confined to the other two bosta.
Atthe signal Yale started off first, Columbis
second and Cambridge Inst. At the bend of the
river Yale and Columbia were on even terms, bat
Cambridge pulled hard aud overls) Columbia.
Yale wu“on Mlsqum“ “.le abnd...
but as L] ge was sighted Yale galned
and sieered over towards the eastern
shore, compalling the other two boatstocrossover
also, to avoid their backwash. ambrid
Daoys 'and ot Tato

0o,
lid.’tnd loat & deal of ground. Colam

second did so, too, but palled b

to the eastern shore. In
Bag the oars of l!g:=
bridge struck !f, but the lled on, until just
below the mile polut, off Ke 's Wolls.
Mr. Close suddenly foll back in the boat
fainting condition, and wasz taken on board the
preas boat. race now Lo the finish was a tight
one between Yale and Columbi
the winning post in %103, and

The Yale crew were greeted with cheers at the
fnish, lurluf won the prize contributed by Mr,
Ubflde. At 8 o'clock p. m. the final beat of the
double sculls was rowed botween the Atalantas

mains, each 4 feet
eter, which form the arches of the presout strue.
ture would be relleved from the shocks i by
& loads, and all danger of the mains leak-
would be avolded.
‘The abuiments are of such & width that the
and ench

mm-sh-nm hugg:

the iron maine
e
n’:::’ o (o be Bomu. e ol

no ides at the time Yhat the con-
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WHITE LEAGUE ATROCITIES,

The Rocent Assassination of Dink Graves at
Menroe, La.
fHpeecial to the Natioual Republiean,?
Kew Onzxaxs, Sept. 1L.—Detalled accounts of

. the nssassination of Dink Graves, at Monroe, sy

it was preceded by a furcible breaking up of & Re.
publican barbecue and the false ory of negro
risiog which generally precedes negro massacres,
The New Orleans Democrat, a fows days before the
murder, editorially advieed the peuple of the
parizh to held the deiuded negroes gulltless; as
Lar as porsivie, o act with coolness and jodzment,
and go for the white raseals who are at the bottom
of all this trouble, Large shipments of arms had
been eentfrom New Orleans to Dr, Aby, presidens
of the Monroe Democratic committes, tor arming
of the rifie cluba, the last name assumed by the
Whits League orgasiestion in ibeparishes, Dink
Graves ascertained the sct and warned the Ra-
publican State Central committee. He waa &
Irading white Repuablican of the parish, a nephew
of the Chief Justice of the State, and & native
Lonisianian of high character. He had thrown
bimself energetically intv the tampalzn, cane
vasming strong Democratle wards, which no Re-
publican had before ventured todo, and bonsted
that the Republicans would earey the parish by
2,000 majority. Hie death disorganlses the party
in the parish. The negroes fur miles aronnd sleap
out of houses at might, for fear of vielenes,
Prominent old citizecs telograph to the State
autharities for assistance.
[Regular Press Dispateh ]

Mowmor, La. ﬁeft. L—3reat excitement
sngup]utnlght B contequence of reports
that the o # were arming in the northern
Eurth.-non o parish, and wers coming to bura
he town. Aboot seveniy.five hegroes, mounted
and on fool, were lound i Captain Hillop's place,
where a parley ensucd. The nezroes refused to
disarm, and seid they would come back with five
bundred men, aptain Theobald, with fifteen
wen, blockaded the road with rails, Thesows
spread rapldly, and the whites armed from this
and *Morehouse parizhers went to the scone of
trouble. The exeltement was lntease, bui no dis-
turhance of any kind oceurred.

The whites Incladed some of the best mon of
this section, and they aeted with great forbear-
ance. Uneof the armed negroes said they wers
told to arm by the sheriil of the parish, who is &
Degro, and come to Moarce and burn the town.
In the Southern portien of the parish, where
hiouses were fired into, leading cltizens repart all
quiet. Some demogsirations, they iy, were
made last night, but pothing serious veearred.
The situation i decidodly critienl, pat leading
::’:‘1:;':: are procesding with prudence and mod.

on.

—
Murderous Religlous Fanatics.

Br. Lovis, Aug. L—The fullowing has jant
been received from a correspondent of the Globe.
Demeocral, at Kensett, Ark: At Gam Spring,
one and a half miles south of Searey, a lot of ro-
ligious fanatics, known us Cobbites, have bean
Actipg very strangely. C. D. Humphreys, of
Searcy, and Mr. Hiake, of Eiparo, weat out to
investigate. The furmer was seized, cut to pitces
apd decapitated. His head was impaled ona
fence picket. Hlake escaped, and brought the
horrible pews to Searey. A posse #taried out
and found the fanaties gesticnlating frantieally
acound Humphreys' bead, They started ioat-
tack the posse.

Biack, ihe leader, ordered his men to fire, and
two Cobbites were Killed. Four men, lour women
and three ehildren were arrested, taken to Searcy
apd su uently reieased, as they were crazy
from the combined eflects of religivn and starva.
tivn. Their leader ia a man name Cobb, who
they think i# Ubrist. His doctrine !s adultery,
clatming that b; that means only ean the souls of
womeu be saved. One Dover acted the priscipal
part in the monstrons murder of Humphrey,

——— s
The Yellow Fever in Savannah.
Tarranasse, Fra., Sept. L—Gov. Stearns, of
this State, bas issued hi: proclamation to the
cffect that infsrmation has been recelved that
yellow fover In malignant snd epldemie form ex-
1sts in Savannak and It 18 necessary to take
prompt and effective weasures to provent its ln.
troduction into Florida. He therefure fu-bids the
landing of boats or vessels from Savaonak, or of
AnY passesgers of goods from that eity, untll ruch
bonts, passcnicrs or goods shatl have bean quar.
sotined under regulations provided by the Board
of Health or manieipal authorities of towns and
cities (n the State. ¢ al® enjonins upon the mu-
nicipal authorities of the fFeveral Lown= and elties
to establish and malntnin striet sanitsry meas-
ures, and resort to all proper and necessary means
!oglnreut the introduetion of the disesse,
AVANSAR, Ga,, Sept. L.—Total interments to-
day, 19; vellow fever, 7.

———s
Thoe Postal Railway Committes.

PritApELrHia, Sept. L—The special commit.
tee appolnted by mutbority of Congress to ex-
amine and report upon the sublect of postal rail.
way transportation beld a sesslon in this city
yesterday. Thomas A. Seott, repressnting the
Pennsylvanis Rallroad Company and itw
branches, appeared before the commiitee and
mado s full statement of his views touching the
relations of railroad companies to the Federal
Government In postal rallway sorviee, and was
eatechised nt much length by the commission on
the subject uf present rates of compeasativn and
proposed changes of rates, Messrs, (lowan, of
the au.m; rallroad, and Hipekley, of the Phila.
deiphia, Wilmington snd Baltiwore railroad,
have been invited to appear before the commis.
tion and give thelr views to-morrow,

g
Death of a Prominent Virginian.
Ricnvons, Va., Sept L—Gen, Wm. H, Rieh-
ardson, adjutant general of Virginia, died to-day
At 1230 p. m., aged elghty-ons years. Hewnsn
mon of Maj. Geo. Richardson, un officer inthe
Revolutionary war; bis mother being & lineal de-
reendant of Nathaniel Bacon, & famious rebel of
Colonlal times,
—_— e -
Incendiary Hung.
Ricaxoxn, Va., Sept. L—Hiliary Page, eolored,
known here as the Chesterfield fire-fiend, was
hung In Chesterfield county today. The work
was bunglingly done.and the ealprit died of stran.
Eulntxun. Fifteen bundred persons (white and
lack, male and female) were jrecent 10 wilncss
the revoiting speetacle.

— e —— .
Fatal Affray.

Bartinone, Sept. L.—During a stree: political
discussion to-night between James Tooer and
Timothy Driseoll, two Fifth warnd pollticizas,
which resulted in a fight, Dritecl]l was shot by
Toner [n the abdomen, and will probably die be-
fore morning. Tooer delivered bhimselfl to the
authorities.

Weather very bot,

= A—
Weeden Arrested.

New Youx, Sept. 1.—Weelen, who cansed the
death of his opponent, Walker, In a prize.fight at
Paan's Grove, N. J,, on Thursday last, and his
second, Watkins, were arrested to-night in East
Houston street and locked up.

The Pablic Debt Statement.

The recapitulation of the statement of the pubd-
lie debt of the United States for the month of
August, 1878, just {ssued, is ns follows :

Debt bearing inferest in coin,

084,000 850 00

Bonds at 8 per cent ... e
Boodsat b percent......... 12,320,450 00

Total principal........eescer.ess-81,607,320,100 00
Debt bearing interest in jowful
Navy ptulumflaﬂ a3 percent...  §14,000,000 00

Debt on whick interest hsa cesred
since maturily.
Prineipal ...

Debt bearing no interent.
Ulddemand and lexul-tender notes, 369,401,238 5O
Certificates of deposit m.mm:
Fractional assea 81,565,311
ol CCPUBCRLES e erresonsreroerre 39,000,500 00

Tota] Prineipal......ocernnee s _BHE2,006,44705

Total Debt. .
ATASMT,TER T1
202,044 00

Interest..

TORAL. s cemrnrsssnsssnnnsesnnss ELI0L240,700 1T
201,240,793 17
Cash in the Treazury.

-] .

Bpulll?em held fur redemption
i tedem

of certl es of deponit as pro-
vided by law...... -

Debt, less cash in thefTreasury.
September L 1870 ..ccovvvonna--HL005 151941 14
August 1, 1570, L3108

D f debt during the month,

$92.51L.908 17
12,684 506 85

219,90 0
4,552,403 89

Bonds lssuad Lo the Pacifie *allway companies,
tnterest pa; y—

Decresse’of dobt sinee June 30,1874,

!aeh.u'.
the construction of the esst wing of the build-
the mew State, War and
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